THE  AUTHORITY  OF   SCIENCE
Like Renan again, Taine's sympathy for England was
based largely on the religious character of the people. Both
of them, reverent agnostics as they were, felt strongly the
existence of certain forces which must be called religious and
which could not be identified with the beliefs and rites of
Catholicism ; both thought that in Liberal Protestantism could
be found an atmosphere reconciling the dogmatic freedom and
the undefinable reverence for the unseen which were essential
to their outlook. " Christianity is for five hundred millions of
men the indispensable pair of wings to raise man above himself.
. . . Nothing else can hold us back, and the old Gospel, what-
ever its present shell, is still to-day the best auxiliary of the
social instinct."1 But it was not in Catholicism that the
" old Gospel " was to be found; the Church in France was
" a temporal institution, a Government machine, and religious
sentiment properly speaking, moral, mystical, artistic, as it is
to be seen in Germany, Italy or England, is almost nil in
France; all we find here is a sentiment of docility, a need
to conform, old habits, a certain satisfaction in la raison raison-
nante^ that sees a fine piece of machinery, a well-working
organization, a decent stage, and Fordre^ such as Bossuet
preaches it." 2 France, in other terms (and here again Taine
agrees with Renan), was not really a religious country at all,
but a clerical, which was the very negation of true religion.
England at any rate had true religion,3 and although no religion
at all might be theoretically better, real religion was better
than its travesty.
It need hardly be said that Taine's views of England were
superficial; he generalized from the cultured middle class who
received him into their homes and listened to his lectures, and
interpreted her literature from flimsy assumptions concerning
the English character and outlook. Three English writers
profoundly influenced him—Burke, " the deepest thinker on
1	Quoted byGiraud, H. Taine, p. 99.
2	Garnets, p 344.
8 "There was in that splendid man," says Barres, " a slight Protestant strain,
typified by the intemperance of his final moralism " (Le Journal, 6th March
1892. Pages per dues).
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